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Abstract

Improving the status of women, who constitute half of society's
population, is considered a crucial step towards achieving the
development and progress of any society. However, gender inequality
remains a significant obstacle that women encounter across various
sectors. While evidence suggests a decrease in gender inequality,
particularly in access to education, in recent years, persistent disparities
in the labor market continue to impede progress towards gender
equality. Thus, addressing existing inequalities in the labor market is
essential for advancing gender equality goals.

Recognizing that national-level measurements of gender equality may
not accurately capture regional variations influenced by cultural and
religious factors, this study focuses on measuring and ranking provinces
within the country based on gender equality in the education and labor
market sectors. The study utilizes Pearson's correlation coefficient to
assess the relationship between equality in education and the labor
market. Furthermore, the study evaluates the impact of enhancing
women's education levels on gender equality in the education sector by
analyzing two indicators: women's life expectancy and the fertility rate
of 15-19-year-old youth. Data collection for this study is primarily
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based on library research, drawing from the 2016 general population
and housing census and labor force census published by the Statistical
Centre of Iran.

To rank and compare Iran's provinces in terms of gender equality in
education and the labor market, the TOPSIS method is employed. This
method allows for the combination of indicators by weighting them,
with the weight of each indicator determined using Shannon's entropy
method, a widely used weighting technique in statistical literature.

The findings reveal that provinces such as Isfahan, Kerman, Gilan, and
Alborz exhibit the highest level of gender equality in the education
sector, while provinces like Qazvin, North Khorasan, and West
Azerbaijan demonstrate greater gender equality in the labor market.
Despite notable progress in reducing gender inequality in education
across lIran's provinces, disparities persist in the labor market. The
results highlight the essential role of education in enhancing women's
employment opportunities, but also indicate that educational parity
alone is insufficient. Additionally, the study finds a positive and
significant relationship between gender equality in education and
women's life expectancy, while revealing a negative and significant
correlation between women's access to educational opportunities and
youth fertility rates. This suggests that increased educational
opportunities for girls lead to delayed childbearing, underscoring the
intergenerational benefits of gender equality in education.

These findings underscore the importance of tailored interventions to
address gender disparities at both the educational and labor market
levels. Policymakers should focus on not only improving access to
education for women but also implementing measures to ensure their
equal participation and advancement in the workforce. Such initiatives
can contribute not only to individual empowerment but also to the
overall social and economic development of the nation.
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